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The said armies shall have the right to run postal wagons with all 
necessary personnel on all existing postal routes. 

The German Government shall transmit free of charge, and with- 
out examination, letters and parcels which may be intrusted to its 
post offices by or for the armies of occupation or by or for the High 
Commission; and shall be responsible for the value of any letters or 
parcels lost. 

Article 13. 

The High Commission shall have the power, whenever they think 
it necessary, to declare a state of siege in any part of the territory 
or in the whole of it. Upon such declaration the military authorities 
shall have the powers provided in the German Imperial Law of 
May 30, 1892. 

In case of emergency, where public order is disturbed or threat- 
ened in any district, the local military authorities shall have the power 
to take such temporary measures as may be necessary for restoring 
order. In such case the military authorities shall report the facts 
to the high commission. 

Done at Versailles, the 28th day of June, 1919. 



MEMORANDUM DEFINING THE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE ALLIED MILITARY 
AUTHORITIES AND THE INTERALLIED RHINELAND HIGH COMMISSION. 1 

Approved by the Council of the Principal Allied and Associated 
Powers on June 13, 1919. 

1. Each High Commissioner is directly responsible to his gov- 
ernment, economic questions being first referred by the High Com- 
mission to the Supreme Economic Council as long as that body exists. 

2. The ordinances of the High Commission are to be communicated 
to the commanders of armies by, or on behalf of, the Allied High 
Command. 

3. Whenever the High Commission has occasion to publish ordi- 
nances affecting the interests of the occupying armies, in respect of 
which the initiative does not come from the military authorities, the 
High Commission shall consult the military authorities beforehand. 

4. Communications between the High Commission and the various 

i Congressional Record, September 5, 1919, Vol. 58, No. 88, p. 5165. 
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military authorities will always take place through the channel of the 
Allied High Command. 

5. All civil commissions or officials already appointed or to be 
appointed by any one or more of the Allied and Associated Powers 
who deal with matters affecting the civil administration or the eco- 
nomic life of the civilian population in the occupied territory shall, 
if they are retained, be placed under the authority of the High 
Commission. 

6. (a) The appointment of each High Commissioner shall be 
subject to the approval of all the Allied and Associated Governments 
represented. 

(6) The French member of the High Commission shall be presi- 
dent thereof. 

(c) The decisions of the High Commission shall be reached by a 
majority of votes. 

(d) Each High Commissioner shall have one vote. But in case 
of an equality of votes the president shall have the right to give a 
casting vote. 

(e) In either of these two cases the dissenting High Commissioner, 
or High Commissioners, may appeal to their governments. But such 
an appeal shall not, in case of urgency, delay the putting into execu- 
tion of the decisions taken, which shall then be carried out under the 
responsibility of the members voting for the decisions. 

7. In issuing decrees and proclamations or otherwise interfering 
with civil administration under a state of siege, the commander in 
chief shall continue to act in consultation with and only after approval 
by the High Commission. 

This shall, of course, not apply to action of a purely military 
nature. 

DECLARATION BY THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
GREAT BRITAIN AND FRANCE IN REGARD TO THE OCCUPATION OF THE 
RHINE PROVINCES. 1 

June 16, 1919. 

The Allied and Associated Powers did not insist on making the 
period of occupation last until the reparation clauses were completely 
executed, because they assumed that Germany would be obliged to give 

i British Command, Paper No. 240 



